Plastics Recycling by the Numbers:
Which numbered plastics can be recycled in Orange and Chatham Counties?
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 Bottles and Jugs (opening smaller than the base): ALL #1-7 are recycled in Chatham County (Drop-off Centers) and Orange County (Curbside and Drop-off Centers).
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#1 Non-bottle plastics (clamshells, cups, food trays and containers): NO--Not recyclable in any county due to lack of recycling markets.
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#2 Non-bottle plastics (dairy tubs and lids**): YES--recycled in Chatham County (Drop-off Centers) and Orange County (Curbside and Drop-off Centers).* 
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#3 Non-bottle plastics (food containers): NO--not recyclable in any county due to lack of recycling markets.
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#4 Non-bottle plastics (dairy tubs and lids**): YES--recycled in Chatham County (Drop-off Centers) and Orange County (Curbside and  Drop-off Centers). *
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 #5 Non-bottle plastics (dairy tubs and lids): YES--Chatham County (Drop-off Centers) and Orange County (Curbside and Drop-off Centers). *
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#6 Non-bottle plastics (cups, food containers): NO--Not recyclable in any county due to lack of recycling markets.
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#7 Non-bottle plastics (food and other product containers): NOT recyclable in any county due to lack of recycling markets. Also, this symbol includes some new,   “biodegradable” plastics that cannot be mixed with recyclable plastics. 
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* Orange County also accepts larger #2, #4, and #5 Rigid Plastics such as buckets, laundry baskets, flower pots, and toys at their Drop-off Centers; see Orange County website for more information: http://www.co.orange.nc.us/recycling/rigidplastics.asp .

** For more information on recycling plastic grocery bags (usually #2 or #4), bread bags, dry cleaning bags, beverage case wrap, newspaper bags, produce bags, and other clear packaging wrap or film, see http://www.plasticfilmrecycling.org .
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